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" Disneyland Tinkerbell Fought P-am”, ‘Death Alohe'

By MARY NEISWENDER

_ Tiny Tinkerbell = the
“Jegendary Peter Pan char-

acter who turned into a

real-life character at Walt
Dlsney s Mag:c ngdnm—
is dead.

- She . died . without the
glare . of spotlights and

without the . enthusiastic '

SCrEAmS, of children,

She dled alone in a re-
mote Inglewood rest home
away from the circus life
in which she thrived.

: Tiny. Kline, the 80-pound
aerialist who soared over
‘Disneyland each: night to
disappear . in .a geyser .of
fireworks — was scheduled
to relurn last weekend to
- her daily 22-second "Illght"
as Tlnkerbcll .

-treme and constant”

" her agent,
- safd Tuesday.

Tnslead. ~after a little
mare than a month of “ex-
pain,
she died of cancer,

“She considered the part
of Tinkerbell as her own—
the climax ta her career,”
Walter Trask

“No one knew she was
as ‘sick as she was — she

- kept it to herself.” -
The: spunky aerialist,
“who was widowed 40 years

age when- her - husband,
equestrian - director for
Ringling Brothers Circus,

was killed, lived alone inra -

small_home in Inglewood.
Ay been her agent for
i6 years,” Trask says, “and

I know of no relalives.

“Ever . since :T've - known
her she's been alone™

" Her life, Trask says, was
the circus.

And the peak of her ca-
reet, she considered lo be
the part of the spellbind-
ing fairy, Tinkerbell,

Ordinarily, circus  per-
farmcrs are the biggest
puhhr_lty seekers in show
husiness, whose desire for
pictitres of themnselves is
insatiable. This was Tiny
Kline — until she assumed
the role of Tinkerbeil.

.“Then, she didn't want
any pictures taken of her-
self,” Trask ' said. “She

said they weuld-show- her -

age — and more import-
ant, would disi{lusion the
children who thought of
Tinkerbell as a young, ]ovc-
ly fairy princess” -
Trask quoted - the. 74-

year-nld pecformer as say-
ing:

“T have no age in the air
—but when my [eet tnuch
the ground [ grow old.”

To the (housands “of

childrern and adults whe

wrote io. her, she never
grew -cld.

She answered everyone
of .the letters individually,
but she never scnt- a p1c~
ture.

Shie came to ‘the ‘Umted

States from Hungary at the

age of 14 with-a dancing

. troupe. Since then she has

performed .with circuses,
worked in theaters, in ani-

mal acts and hung by her

teesh from a dirigible hal-
loon 1,500 feet above the
ground. .

. Excitement was almnst a

commonplace
with her, )
Like the time she agreed
to ‘slide actoss Broadway
at Times Square in New
Yok to publicize the open-
ing of a new stage show.

Her stunt was, to des-
cend from a 27-story hotel
to a theater where the
play was to open. The po-
lice, t0" prevant the stunt,
stationed z man on the ho-
tel roof. But Tiny got into

experience

_a hotel room beneath the

wire, tossed a rope over il,
climbed- the repe, then slid
down the cable as pho-
tographers f{ook pictures,
traffic stopped and repnrl-

- ers applauded,

Tiny ended up atrested

amid a glare of publicity in

which mos t pcrformers
thrive, .

But there waq no pub-
licity Sunday - when she
died. Newspapers two days
later learned of her death.

~ In the legend Tinkerbell
once was saved by the ap-
plause of the children she

" loved and protected. Their

vigorous clapping saved
her from death by poison—
s0 the stnry goes,

for the last time,

Funeral- servicé has been
set for 10 awm.. Friday al
Pierce Bros. Morluary in
Inglewood with, -inlerment
in Inglewood Cemetery.

“This week, lhere were no -
._chlldrcn to ciap 25 & much’ ¢
loved Tinkerhelt flew away o




